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I am honored to provide a few highlights that reflect the collective work of a 

great staff and a dedicated board of trustees at Wallin Education Partners.  In 

June, we awarded scholarships to 216 students from 39 high schools – our 

largest class. This year, 640 scholars supported by our program are enrolled in 

55 colleges across the region and at several Historically Black Colleges and 

Universities.  A key reason for this expansion is the large grant we received 

from NorthStar Education Finance that provided 60 additional scholarships 

in 2017. 

Wallin Education Partners offered scholarships to all of the graduating Cristo 

Rey seniors who applied. This reflects the strength of our high school and 

donor partnerships. Most important, students in the program continue to 

thrive.  For the fourth year in a row, our six-year graduation rate exceeds 90% 

which makes Wallin Education Partners one of the most effective college 

completion programs in the country.   

The success of the program is the result of strong relationships with students, 

colleges, high schools, community partners and donors.  Donor partners 

share their experiences with friends, colleagues, and family members. 

Students recruit siblings, friends, and classmates to apply to the program. 

Organizations like the Spencer Foundation support research to help us better 

understand the scholar experience. Corporations like U.S. Bank and 3M 

highlight scholars in company-wide publications and provided internships for 

students to gain valuable skills. Collectively, we are working to ensure that 

every student in the program graduates. 

Twenty-five years ago, Win and Maxine Wallin established a scholarship 

program at South High School that has become Wallin Education Partners, 

an organization that has provided scholarships to over 4400 students who are 

ready for college yet face barriers to success.  Wallin Education Partners 

believes in the power of collaboration and partnership – an approach that has 

effectively served our students, our donors and our community.  We are

always eager to share our program so never hesitate to contact us.  Thank you 

for everything.  

With gratitude,  

~Susan Basil King, Executive Director 
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Greetings,

600+ applications  

93% six year graduation rate for most recent class  

216 scholarships awarded 

81% students of color 

77% 1st generation students 

Average family taxable income: $18,304 
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Scholar Spotlight: Nancy Rutoh & Boston Scientific

After making it through finals and wrapping up your freshman year of college, you’d probably want to spend your 

summer catching up on some well-earned R and R. That wasn’t the case for 2016 Scholar Nancy Rutoh. Nancy interned 

with Boston Scientific after graduating last summer from Park Center High School. She was ready to add another 

internship experience to her resume.   

By February, she was already working with her Wallin Education Partners advisor to see what opportunities were out 

there. Nancy recalled: “It’s unexpected for a freshman to get an internship, so not much help was directed my way. But 

I did get quite a bit of help from my advisor Annie to get in touch with Boston Scientific (one of our corporate 

partners)." 

Nancy landed an internship this summer working with the Community Engagement and Talent Development teams. 

In a typical day, Nancy handled projects from event management, to cost evaluations, to helping develop the new 

Manager Development Program. 
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Now entering her second year at St. Olaf College, Nancy is studying 

Math Education. She said that this experience has helped her gain 

insight into future career possibilities. “I plan to go into engineering 

in the future because of this internship. I have been able to learn a 

lot about the company and all the different roles and found 

engineering roles that I would like to work in one day.” 

After a successful summer at Boston Scientific, Nancy was invited to 

continue her internship into the fall semester.  

Nancy (center second row) along with other Scholars interning at

Boston Scientific this summer

91% of funds used for financial aid & scholar support
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Ameriprise Financial 

Andersen 

Boston Scientific 

Braun Intertec 

Donaldson 

General Mills 

Hays Companies 

Horton, Inc 

Blatz Scholar -- Kathleen Blatz 

Bolan-Sayre Scholar – Kenneth and Gwendolyn Freed 

Caliber Scholars – John Lavander and Nan Owen 

Christensen Scholar – Mark Christensen and family 

Cornwall Scholars  -- Looe and Mary Ann Baker 

Cornwell Scholars – Ron and Joan Cornwell 

Carol Denny Scholar – Charles and Anne Denny 

Dixon Scholars – Steve and Judy Lewis 

Eric Scholars – Marilyn Erickson 

Ettinger Scholars – Jeff and LeeAnn Ettinger 

Henry Scholar – John and Kelly Henry 

Hess Scholar – Michael and Annemarie Hess 

Holman Scholars – Tom and Kim Holman 

Holman Alumni Scholar 

Jackson Scholars – Darren and Theresa Jackson 

Robert and Ardis James Foundation Scholars 

Esther Johnson Scholar – Ardes Johnson 

Katherine Johnson Scholar – Anonymous 

Junek Scholar -- John and Kathy Junek 

Kirwin Scholar – Paul and Jill Kirwin 

Marjorie Kralewski Scholar – The John and Marjorie 

Kralewski Family Limited Partnership, LLC 

Lewis-Frost Scholars – Steve and Judy Lewis 

Our Year in Numbers Individual & Family Scholarship Donor Partners

Albright Foundation 

Enterprise Education Foundation 

Junior League of Minneapolis 

Art and Martha Kaemmer Fund of HRK Foundation 

Mortenson Family Foundation 

Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation 

Wildhearts Fund of the Women’s Foundation of Minnesota 

Sue Otto Martin Scholar – Sue Otto Martin 

Kathy Martinson Scholar – Anonymous 

Maybloom Suzukamo Scholars – Les and Karen Suzukamo 

Meyer-Bieber Scholar -- Helen Meyer and Bill Bieber 

Minnesota Opportunity Scholars – Robert and Sara 

Lumpkins 

Mulrooney Scholars – Ron and Pat Eldred 

O'Keefe Scholar -- Dan and Mary O'Keefe 

Lou and Cathy Paglia Scholar – Cathy and Lou Paglia 

Ravich Scholars – Paul and Jeanne Ravich 

Ronald Scholars – Anonymous 

Rosenberg Scholar – Brian and Carol Rosenberg 

Soran Scholar – Phil and Margie Soran 

G. Robert Strauss Scholar – Ted and Kathy Truscott 

Thomson Scholar -- John, Elaine, and Dave Thomson 

True North Scholar –Anonymous 

Brian Urke Scholar -- Colleagues of Brian Urke from 

Medtronic 

Weissman Amundson Scholar – 

Tom Amundson and Sally Weissman 

Wilhoit Scholar – Peter Wilhoit 

Wilhoit Family Scholar – Rick and Lucy Wilhoit 

Wallin Scholars -- Wallin Family Foundation

Corporate Scholarship Donor Partners

Community & Foundation Scholarship Donor Partners

Jostens 

Medtronic Communities Foundation 

NorthStar Education Finance, Inc 

Piper Jaffray 

Renewal by Andersen 

Sit Investment Associates 

Think IT Professional Association 

Travelers Foundation 

U. S. Bank  
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Peter and Susan Ahn 

Rob Albright 

Donna Allan 

Anonymous 

Bridget Axelson 

Joan Berge 

Norman Black and Janis Warner 

Michael Blandford 

Laura and Jon Bloomberg 

Hannah Brandt 

Ron and Barb Burwell 

Brenda and Norm Canedy 

Mary Lou Carpenter 

Stela Center 

Jiake Chen 

Bill Coughlan 

Andy and Mary Coulter 

Page and Jay Cowles 

Gary Cunningham 

Chuck Denny 

Stephanie Dewitt 

Ron and Pat Eldred 

John and Rosemary Elmomre 

Doug and Janet Fiola 

John and Janet Gendler 

Special thanks to our generous Annual Fund Donors 

Mary McGurran 

Pam Morreale 

Michele Moylan 

Dan and Mary O’Keefe 

Bruce Olson 

David and Joanne Pennington 

Tad  and Cindy Piper 

Jennifer Reedy 

Thomas and Kathryn Rivers 

Edward Rock 

Lee Roper-Batker

John and Carol Schneider 

Jeff Simon 

Bill Smith 

Jim and Merrie Stolpestad 

Bob and Celia Stretmater 

Brian and Mia Sullivan 

John Tillotson 

Jon Tremmel 

Jean Westberg 

David Wheaton 

Ann Wiessner 

Joyce Witt 

Meian Yu 

Stephen R. Lewis, Jr, Chair * Bradford Wallin, Vice-Chair * 

Tom Holman, Treasurer * Dennis Carlson * Mark Christensen 

* Joan Cornwell * Verna Cornelia Price * Susan Heegaard * 

Kelly Henry *  Katie Lawler * Taige Thornton * Sandra L. 

Vargas * Maxine H. Wallin

Susan Basil King * Andrew Anderson * Annie Berge * Melissa 

Burwell * Caitlin Cardinal * Stela Center * Grace Dahl * 

Samara Gaitan *  Jo Gruenewald * Taleya Hamilton * 

Elizabeth Karlen * Peggy Pluimer * Cassie Rebischke * Carley 

Saravia *  Jerri Clark Wagner 

Patricia and Gerome Gilligan 

A. Nancy Goldstein 

Carol Gottesman 

Barbara Gullickson 

Jill and James Halbrooks 

Elizabeth and Van Hawn 

Susan and Robert Heegaard 

Donna Hipps 

Darren and Terry Jackson 

Ardes Johnson 

Jason Johnson 

Paul and Lucille Kempf 

Susan and Robert King 

Ted Kolderie 

Badrinath Konety 

Robert Kyllo 

David and Joanne Laird 

Katie Lawler 

Nancy Lindau 

Zachary Louwage 

Daniel and Carol Luthringshauser 

John Madison 

Bill Mahlum 

Malcolm McDonald 

Thomas and Jerri McGonial 
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The Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen Foundation 

ARA Net (matching gift) 

Otto Bremer Trust 

Destination 2010 Fund of The Minneapolis Foundation 

F.R. Bigelow Foundation 

Grotto Foundation 

Hardenbergh Foundation 

Marbrook Foundation 

Medtronic Communities Foundation (matching gift) 

Minneapolis Foundation Donor Advised Fund 

Northstar Education Finance, Inc 

RBC Wealth Management 

The Saint Paul Foundation 

Saint Paul Rotary Foundation 

The Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation 

Martha Struthers Farley and Donald C. Farley, Jr. Family Foundation 

U.S. Bank Foundation (matching gift) 

Warren Foundation 

WCA Foundation

Foundation Annual Gifts and Capacity Building Grants

Board of Trustees Staff


